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Energy Symposium Peeks into Future 
Governor Ted Strickland’s Energy Advisor, Mark 
Shanahan, provided the opening remarks for The 
Ohio State University’s first-ever Symposium on 
Energy Systems Modeling, held on Dec. 3, 2007. 
This event brought together a distinguished group of 
U.S. experts to discuss the current state and future 
needs in this field, and in particular to explore the 
challenges of achieving resilience and sustainability 
in complex, interdependent systems. The event was 
co-sponsored by OSU’s Data-Driven Decisions 
Laboratory and the Center for Resilience, with the 
support of Industrial and Systems Engineering. 

 

Speakers included Susan Holte, Senior Technical 
Advisor, Energy Information Administration, and 
Allen Soyster, Director, NSF Engineering 
Education and Centers. OSU faculty from several 
departments presented their work on energy systems. 
A full list of speakers and panelists, including slides, 
is at www.resilience.osu.edu/EnergySystems.pdf. 

One common theme expressed during the day was 
that “all models are wrong (i.e., imperfect), but some 
models are useful.” While accurate forecasting is 
unrealistic, it may be advisable to develop decision 
and policy models that accommodate uncertainty in 
data evolution. Future research should also pursue 
integration across a diverse portfolio of models to 
understand the social, economic, and environmental 
aspects of energy supply and demand.  

City of Columbus Joins the Center 
We are delighted to 
welcome the newest 
member of our Resilience 
Consortium – the City of 
Columbus. In recent years, 
Mayor Michael Coleman 
has placed increasing 
emphasis on the “Get 
Green Columbus” program 
(see www.getgreencolumbus.com), which is led by 
Environmental Steward Susan Ashbrook, a former 
environmental attorney (above, with Coleman). In 
December 2006, the Mayor was keynote speaker at 
the “Get Green” Business Conference hosted at Ohio 
State. Since then, the Center has been working with 
the City on a number of green initiatives, including a 
city-wide greenhouse gas inventory conducted by 
Kieran Sikdar, an OSU graduate student intern.  

Ms. Ashbrook will represent the City on the Center 
for Resilience Advisory Board. During the coming 
year, an OSU research team, led by Joseph Fiksel 
and Marc Posner, Industrial & Systems Engineering, 
will help the Department of Public Utilities study 
options to reduce greenhouse gases and recycle 
wastewater treatment sludge into beneficial uses 
such as energy production. The team will use OSU’s 
Eco-Flow™ model to evaluate these options. See 
http://mayor.columbus.gov/Asset/iu_files/0724CitySludgeOSUPR.pdf
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